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Rainier Christian Schools- Elementary to High School, Preschool & Childcare - Serving South King County since 1963! 

Dear RCS Families,             May 2020 

“Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them,” Jesus, the Good Teacher. 

Our preschool and K-12 teachers aim to nurture student growth and model Christ. As a former 

teacher, I know it is impossible to outwork the job. There is always more to do, give, plan, and 

grade. Mindful of a teacher’s working reality, it is fitting to elevate awareness of National 

Teacher Appreciation Week, May 4-8. If a teacher created a positive impact for your child’s 

life and learning, then let them know this week. Express your 

encouragement through a note of appreciation or small gift.       

In a season of unprecedented challenge, every gesture of 

kindness goes farther than you imagine. Teachers, thank you 

for all you do and for nurturing RCS students toward Jesus. I 

appreciate you! 

A tremendous thank you is owed to our parents, staff, grandparents, alumni and 

friends of RCS. Sarah Rickel, Auction Coordinator Extraordinaire, reported eye-popping 

results from the first online auction. The generous spirit of the RCS community and a local 

businessman’s match created a profitable alliance. Our Fund-A-Need raised 

~$45K toward a $30K target. Yes, the numbers are reported correctly to 

show a total amount that is 50% higher than the original goal! The crush of 

mobile-bidding activity peaked during the last hours of the auction and 

secured $18K more. Thank you to everyone for lavishly supporting our education ministry and 

RCS personnel. Well done! 

The glorious-God story about how RCS began has crisscrossed my mind frequently 

during our pandemic. If you remember, a core group of Maple Valley pastors believed God for 

an interdenominational Christian School and began to pray.  
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 In the early 1960s, following Sunday services, members from local congregations and pastors 

met and “prayer walked” the property line at our Maple Valley campus. I believe the way in 

which they sought God was meant to instruct, inspire and imitate. Prayer may not be a 

popular as it was in the 1960s, but God’s ability to provide remains unchanged. Therefore, 

please consider my invitation to Five Prayer Meetings with President Kelly. The meetings 

begin on May 6, and open with a Scripture reading or 

anecdote about prayer, and proceed to pray for our 

students, staff, families, school, and local community. 

Prayer Meetings with President Kelly—via Zoom 

Dates: May 6, 13, 20, 27 and June 3.  

Prayer Meeting link, ID, and Password: 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/71886989404?pwd=VTRqSlVjRnpYL0ZPWFR5UGdoUnFhUT09 

Meeting ID: 718 8698 9404              Password: 046310 

One prayer request on the horizon concerns Rainier Christian Middle School. During last 

Tuesday’s executive session, the Board unanimously approved further exploration about 

moving the middle school to Rainier Christian High School. I want to thank principals Dave 

Rehnberg and Don Garnand for the following detailed proposal. 

Proposed Middle School Move to RCHS Campus 
Submitted by: Principals Dave Rehnberg & Don Garnand 

Proposal & Rationale: 
It is being proposed that Rainier Christian Schools relocate the middle school program (7th and 
8th grade students) from the Kent View campus to the high school campus located on the 
grounds of Black Diamond Camps beginning with the 2020-2021 school year.  
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Arguably a secondary program consisting of middle school and high school students is a more 
natural fit than a middle school program on the grounds of an elementary school. Middle School 
and High School schedules are similar and at RCS are both based on a seven-period day.  

This allows the sharing of faculty as a natural alternative. Both middle school and high school 
faculty tend to be subject area specialists rather than generalists as are elementary teachers. 
Uniting the middle school and the high school under a secondary model allows faculty the 
opportunity to meet more regularly and work together closely in departments developing a 
cohesive 7th through 12th grade educational program and benefiting the continuously enrolled 
students. Spiritually the middle school students tend to be a part of the youth ministry of their 
churches rather than being associated with the children's program of the church which makes 
this more natural. 

Bringing the middle school program together with the high school has the potential of bringing 
new life to the current high school campus. Middle school and high school students would 
combine naturally for chapel and 8th grade students could “play up” to fill the void on some high 
school teams. While middle school students would still have their own program of study, they 
could combine with high school students for certain electives such as art, music, drama, and 
yearbook. Combined middle school and high school programs will involve more students and 
draw more family members to performances. It is expected this exposure to the overall high 
school program would aid in retaining middle school students moving up into high school. 

Moving the middle school to the high school campus will likely provide a significant cost savings 
over time and make better use of personnel resources. It is estimated that in the first year 
uniting the middle school and high school can potentially reduce staffing costs. Currently, the 
Athletic Director works from the high school campus and the worship team teacher commutes 
between high school and middle school campuses. Drive times would be conserved with fewer 
trips between campuses. Finally, the move of the middle school to the Black Diamond campus 
opens KVE up for additional growth in the elementary area. 

Move of MS to BDC RCHS High School Campus 
Identified Pros & Cons 

Pros Cons 

The MS & HS combined would provide a true 
secondary experience for MS students and allows 
HS students to mentor and assist MS students 

Limited classroom space. Total of 15 
classrooms available for combined MS & 
HS (Projected use: 8HS, 4MS, 3 Shared) 

More efficient use of faculty 
• MS faculty could be used to teach lower

level HS courses
• HS faculty could be used to teach upper

level MS courses
• Algebra I, Geometry, and some electives

could be combined MS/HS courses.

KVE families have been expecting MS to 
be in Auburn.  The distance from Auburn 
to RCHS might prove a hardship.  
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Pros Cons 

Provides additional room for expansion of KVE 
classes & programs 

12 year olds on same campus as 18 
year olds 

Potential to attract more MS students from MVE Running separate social events can be a 
drain on office personnel 

Potential to retain more MS students into HS Locker configuration might make keeping 
MS/HS apart difficult. 

More energy with a combined MS & HS chapel 

RCHS is a central location between MVE and 
KVE.  

Ability to provide combined MS & HS 
Music/Art/Drama programs 

While I have been aware of the concept for a while, seeing it in print for the first time 

might cause one of two reactions. To gather responses, I am asking families, staff, and students 

to click on and respond to the following SURVEY by Saturday, May 9. All feedback remains 

anonymous. Making the proposal a point of prayer is deeply appreciated. 

With the Governor’s Stay-Home order in place through the end of May, it is appropriate 

to address the RCS volunteer-hour requirement. The expectation is to honor the 15 hours. 

However, that is impossible for many families. I am asking families to make a good-faith effort 

toward the expectation. That is where I’ll leave it. Understandably, the conflicting hour 

requirement circulating in our newsletters isn’t helpful. My communication here supersedes what 

has been published. Again, the expectation is to honor the 15 hours, but that is not workable for 

all families. I am asking families to make a good-faith effort, and that is where it will land for the 

19-20 school year. Each campus is grateful for every volunteer hour. Please know my 

administrative team continues to lift families, students, and staff before the Lord. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeZ2liUZl7_iq7E2oFpyU-avaKRE4i2oxHo4UEYqkwAdicO1g/viewform
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In closing, I am reminded about the Old Testament account of wrestling with God. 

During hardship and adversity, wrestling with our own thoughts and with God are common 

reactions. At a deeper level, it is rarely about what happens to us. Candidly, it is always more 

about our response to what happens that endures. Lifted from Genesis 26… 

24-25 But Jacob stayed behind by himself, and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. When the 

man saw that he couldn’t get the best of Jacob as they wrestled, he deliberately threw Jacob’s 

hip out of joint. 

26 The man said, “Let me go; it’s daybreak.” Jacob said, “I’m not letting you go ’til you bless me.” 

27 The man said, “What’s your name?” He answered, “Jacob.” 

28 The man said, “But no longer. Your name is no longer Jacob. From now on it’s Israel (God-

Wrestler); you’ve wrestled with God and you’ve come through.” 

29 Jacob asked, “And what’s your name?” The man said, “Why do you want to know my name?” 

And then, right then and there, he blessed him. 

30 Jacob named the place Peniel (God’s Face) because, he said, “I saw God face-to-face and 

lived to tell the story!” 

 
I trust the implications within verse 26 shed light on our current struggles and offer a 

stunning example of biblical grit. 

My best, 

 
Bruce Kelly 
president, Rainier Christian Schools 

 


